Diarrhoea is a disease, and yet it is a means not unfrequently adopted by Nature for the cure of dropsy; "and we often 9 imitate this cure, by giving hydragogues. If a hemorrhoidal discharge which had continued to flow for a number of years at accustomed periods, should cease, the individual is apt to become affected with giddiness, pain in the head, and a threatening of apoplexy; but if the discharge of blood from the rectum returns, these symptoms of impending apoplexy are removed; and if the discharge does not of itself return, we often apply leeches round the anus with the best effects.
These are instances of related diseases, or of the cure of diseases by conversion; the dropsy being converted into a diarrhoea, the apoplexy into a discharge of blood from the rectum.
It would appear that there are two varieties of conversion. 
